
To all, 
Happy New Year! 
 
I read the previous Seraphim publications 
and I am really proud of our youth club at 
St. Peter’s Church. It reminds me of your 
hard work and dedication throughout last 

year, especially during the Sunday school competition which 
was well done and appreciated by the other church members. 
Also, in doing good things for those in need counts as well as 
what you have done for God. Keep up the good work. 
 Remember to "Be strong and of a good courage, fear 
not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, he it is that 
doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." --
Deuteronomy 31:6 
 Recently, we celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ and 
welcomed the New Year. We spent a lot of money to make it 
merrier. I am sure you might have spared something for the 
poor as well during this season. It just came to my memory 
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about the story of the fourth Wiseman. Ancient books and 
monographs like Barclays' commentary have documented the 
story of Artaban – the fourth Wiseman. Carrying three precious 
jewels to give to the baby Jesus, Artaban set off to join the 
caravan of the three Wisemen. He missed the caravan, but Art-
aban continued the search for his King, always one step be-
hind.  
On his way to Bethlehem, Artaban had to sell one of the jewels 
he had in his possession because on the way to meet his 
friends, he saw a person lying on the road, nearly bleeding to 
death. He carried him to his mule, took him to an inn located in 
the next town. There he got a room for him and nursed him 
back to health. 
 Finally, Artaban arrived in Bethlehem on a day when 
King Herod's army was killing the children. At that time, Jesus 

"Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: 

for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail 

thee, nor forsake thee." --Deuteronomy 31:6 



was already in Egypt. Artaban went into a house and was greeted by a crying woman.   She told 
him that she will lose her only son to the sword of Herod's men. Artaban gave the leader of the 
gang one of his two remaining jewels to spare the life of the woman's son. 
        However, Artaban’s search for Jesus went on for years. When he finally returned to Jerusalem, 
it was the day of Judgment and Jesus was already on the way to the cross. On the way to seeing 

Jesus, he was met by a small girl, crying and chained by a group of people. 
Her father borrowed some money from them and could not pay back the 
debt. Therefore, the men decided to sell the girl for slavery. Artaban gave 
them his last jewel to clear the girl's father of his debt and to release the girl. 
This act saved the girl's life. 
 Artaban continued his journey seeking Jesus. Suddenly, there was an 
earthquake and complete darkness.  Some debris hit Artaban on his head and 
he was almost near death. It was said that Jesus appeared to Artaban at the 
end of his life and Artaban was very sorry that he did not have any gift to 
give to him.  Jesus told Artaban, "I was hungry, you fed me. I was naked, 
you gave me cloth. I was dying and you nursed me back to health. I was go-
ing to be killed, and you have interceded on behalf of me and prevented me 
from getting killed, etc." Artaban told Jesus, "Lord, I have never seen you be-
fore. How can I have done all these things to you?" You know what Jesus 
told Artaban. When Artaban did all those good deeds for others, it was as 

good as doing it for the Lord. (Refer to Mathew 25:34-46) Artaban died, after seeing God, smiling 
and contented. 
 The moral of the story is that we can love and help others and that will be pleasing to God. 

Jesus wants us to love others. It is the best preparation we can do to see Him. 

Jesus told Artaban, "I 

was hungry, you fed 

me. I was naked, you 

gave me cloth. I was 

dying and you nursed 

me back to health. I 

was going to be 

killed, and you have 

interceded on behalf 

of me and prevented 

me from getting 

killed.” 

Colors of spring brighten the human soul, 
Yet,the grey days of winter I love. 

As I walk with the cold wind kissing my 
face, 

I catch my reflection on the dark window of 
a car. 

Colors of the image are dark 
But no waves of sadness gush beneath my 

face 
For the image is not a true reflection of me. 

And then,as I look closely 
I see the silver chain hidden beneath my 

shirt 
Struggling to spread its rays out 

I put my chain out and I am surprised. 
A siver cross hangs at the bottom of my 

chain. 
It glows bright and spreads light on me 

Even though the sun shining on me is red. 
The light of the cross has now brightened 

my reflection. 
 

Image 
by Eldhose Thekkethottiyil    

A surge of happiness fills me 
As I now possess more beauty than 

what I thought I did. 
At this moment of revelation, 

A wind whispers in my ear,"Hear I am; 
You searched for me and have now 

found me." 
Nodding my head ,I walk away 

An object of color among shades of gray. 



with slaves, Orientals, Jews, 
Greeks, Egyptians, sailors, athletes, 
gamblers, and charioteers. 
 Yet Corinth was no blue-
collar town. It had a population of 
700,000, second only to Rome’s, 
and as the capital of a large prov-
ince, the city hosted a parade of 
Roman diplomats and dignitaries. 
Its clever citizens showcased new 
“Corinthian” architecture and 
prided themselves on having a cos-
mopolitan outlook.  
 For their religious ideal, the 
fun-loving Corinthians adopted Ve-
nus, the goddess of love. A temple 
built in her honor employed over 
1,000 prostitutes. 
 Due to all these influences, 
Corinth loomed as the one city 
“least likely to convert” to the 
Christian faith. What crazy cults 
and new religions did spring up 
there quickly gave in to the prevail-
ing good-time atmosphere.  
 The mighty Paul, reeling 
from one of his most difficult mis-
sionary assignments in Athens, 
came to Corinth “in weakness and 
fear and with much trembling” (1 
Corinthians 2:3). He knew its stra-
tegic importance: If the gospel 
could take root there, it could 
transplant anywhere- and probably 
would, considering Corinth’s cross-
roads location. 
 Paul worked in Corinth for 
18 months. To everyone’s surprise, 
the church he founded became one 
of the largest in the first century. 
But several years later he heard 

                     The Last Place to Start a Church 

by Debbie Mathew 
No one expected much from crazy Corinth 

Every large city has one 
pocket where prostitutes, strip-
pers, gamblers, and drug dealers 
hang out. Tourists stroll by to 
gawk at the sights. In New York, 
it’s Times Square; in San Fran-
cisco, the North Beach District; in 
New Orleans, Bourbon Street; and 
in Las Vegas, it’s virtually any-
where.  
 In the ancient world, the 
whole city of Corinth was known 
for that kind of lifestyle. Romans 
made the Corinthians the butt of 
dirty jokes, and playwrights con-
sistently portrayed them as 
drunken brawlers. The Greek verb 
“to Corinthianize” meant to live 
shamelessly and immorally. 
 Everyone knew what the 
Corinthians worshipped: money 
and the kinky things it could buy. 
Money flowed freely, for Corinth 
straddled one of the Roman Em-
pire’s most vital trade routes. 
When a ship wrecked nearby, sal-
vage companies housed the hap-
less sailors at inflated prices while 
they scrambled to auction off the 
ship’s cargo. The city was a 
sprawling open-air market, filled 
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by Jingle 
Thomas 

 
Unity 

A thing of the 
past, present 

and future.  
Strong when 

everyone stands 
together 

Weak when one 
by one someone 

leaves 
“Know”, saith 

the Lord that I 
am your past, 
present and 

future 
For when you 
are one with 

me, you are one 
in body, mind, 

and soul. 



reports that the church, true to its city’s heritage, had broken out into a 
series of spiritual ills. The distressing news prompted the letter known as 1 
Corinthians. 
 The tone of this letter differs drastically from the one that precedes 
it. If Romans was stylistically carved in stone, 1 Corinthians was dashed off 
in tears and anger. One of Paul’s longest letters, it covers the greatest va-
riety of topics, partly because the Corinthians added bizarre new twists to 
ethical issues. In it, Paul gives practical advice on a series of church prob-
lems as well as a fascinating glimpse into the personal lives of early Chris-
tians. 
 In 1 Corinthians a riled-up apostle gives direct, forthright advice to a 
troubled local church. Paul saw alarming trends at work, and he used his 
full literary powers to set its members on the right course. He tried sar-
casm, emotional pleas, autobiography, poetry, and lengthy arguments. 

 First, you will encounter the problems that had been reported 
to Paul: divisions in the church, a case of incest, court cases, the abuse of 
Christian freedom, and chaos in the worship services. Paul lunges into 
these problems early in the book. Then he takes up some other problems 
the Corinthians had written him about: marriage and the single life, pagan 
festivals, behavior of women, spiritual gifts, and the resurrection of the 
dead. The first letter to the Corinthians presents a foundation for practical 
Christian ethics.                 

In order for us to be saved, the Lord our God bestowed his grace 
and mercy upon us. However, with it came invisible rites that we had to 
follow. These rites took on a visible form called sacraments. Sacrament are 
also known as secrets. They mean “that which purifies”. There are seven 
sacraments of the Holy Church and as Christians we should follow them. 
They are the Holy Baptism, the Holy Qurbana, the Holy Confession, the 
Holy Priesthood, the Holy Marriage, the Holy Mooron and the anointing of 
the sick with the Holy ointment.    

Each of these sacraments can only be done with four crucial things 
that aid it, which is the celebrant (the priest), the sacramental items 
(objects needed to purify us), the Holy liturgy (prayers) and the recipient 
(the person who is ready to receive the sacrament with their body, mind 
and soul). Only one person can carry out a sacrament and that is the 
priest or the head of the church. The priest is the medium whom God carry 
out the sacraments through. Also there are special prayers that accompany 
the rites that are specific to its purpose. These prayers are called Taksa.  

First, the sacrament of the Holy Baptism is a serious commitment 
that is taken by all who believe in Christ. The purpose of baptism is to 
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To all, God gave life, but we are the ones he cherishes the most. –J.T 

The Seven Sacraments by Jingle Thomas 

Who were the 

two people that 

went to heaven 

without dying?  

A: Elijah and 

Enoch 



cleanse our sin and to receive the Holy Spirit. 
In essence we are born again in Christ. Also 
anointing with Mooron gives us the gifts of the 
Holy spirit and receive strength to drive away 
evil.  We participate in the Holy Qurbana each 
Sunday but not many of us receive the actual 
body and blood of Christ. Only if we receive it, 
are when we are becoming one with the Lord 
and helps to strengthen the unspoken agree-
ment with God. This doesn’t matter whether we 
are a child or an adult when we were baptized. 
Our souls recognize God, even if our minds 
don’t because we are his to keep and cherish.  

Next, is the Holy confession, I hear some 
people ask why do we have to confess. Confes-
sion represents our second Baptism, doesn’t 
mean we get immersed in water again. It 
means we are affirming our promise to God and 
cleansing our sins by confessing it and acknowl-
edging our sins.  It also helps us to resist sins 
but that also depends on how tempted you are 
to repeat the same mistake twice. We can 
never say that we haven’t done anything wrong 
after Baptism. We are the descendants of Adam 
and Eve, we will always be in sin but good thing 
is we can always ask for forgiveness from God. 
That’s why he is called the “merciful God” 
through out the Holy Bible.  

The next sacrament is Priesthood; this is 
only for a selected few who can commit his 
whole life to serve the Lord for his people.  
With priesthood comes great responsibility, 
they are the leaders of Christ’s followers. They 
lead Lord’s people in troubled times and teach 
them the ways of the Lord. They are trained to 
have more knowledge of God to better teach 
his children. Next, sacrament is the Holy matri-
mony, here a couple (man and a woman) are 
bound together in front of God and many other 
witnesses to lead a family life based on Chris-

tian love.  The last sacrament is the anointing 
of the sick. It helps in not just sickness of a 
physical sense but also if you are weak in mind 
and soul. The holy ointment heals and provides 
strength.        

Though the sacraments are laws that we 
must follow to affirm our vows to God, it does-
n’t mean that we receive it and not show the 
effect it has in our lives. It is only valid when 
we receive it with a full heart. We all should 
know by now that we don’t receive everything 
we ask for because we don’t ask God with all 
our being for it. We all receive what we need 
from God because that is how much we aspire 
for it.    

Sacraments continued... 
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                                                    Romans 10:9Romans 10:9Romans 10:9Romans 10:9    

“That if you 

 confess with 

your mouth, 

"Jesus is Lord," 

and believe in 

your heart that 

God raised him 

from the dead, 

you will be 

saved.” 

 



Wing of  Laughter 

 The New PastorThe New PastorThe New PastorThe New Pastor 
 A new pastor moved into town and went out one Saturday to visit his pa-

rishioners. All went well until he came to one house. It was obvious that someone 
was home, but no one came to the door even after he had knocked several 

times. Finally, he took out his card and wrote on the back: Revelation 3:20 and 
stuck it in the door.  

 The next day, as he was counting the offering he found his card in the col-
lection plate. Below his message was the notation Genesis 3:10.  

 Revelation 3:20 reads: "Behold I stand at the door and knock. If any man 
hear my voice, and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, 

and he with me."  
 Genesis 3:10 reads: "And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I 

was afraid, because I was naked." 
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                        Jesus & FinkelsteinJesus & FinkelsteinJesus & FinkelsteinJesus & Finkelstein 

Jesus was wandering around Jerusalem when he decided he really needed a new robe. 

After looking around, he saw a sign for "Finkelstein, the Tailor". He went in and Finkelstein 
prepared a new robe for him, which was a perfect fit. When he asked how much he owed, 

Finkelstein brushed him off. 

"No, no, no, for the Son of God? There's no charge. However, may I ask a small favor? 
Maybe whenever you give a sermon you could just mention a little something about how your 

nice new robe was made by Finkelstein the Tailor". 

Jesus readily agreed and, as promised, plugged Finkelstein's robes every time he preached. 
Some months later, Jesus was walking through Jerusalem and happened by Finkelstein's 
shop. There was a huge line of people waiting for Finkelstein's robes. He pushed his way 

through the crowd to speak to Finkelstein. "Jesus! Jesus!! Look what a marvel you've been 
for business!" gushed Finkelstein. "Would you consider a partnership?" 

"Sure, sure," replies Jesus. "Jesus & Finkelstein it is." 

"Oh, no, no," says Finkelstein. "Finkelstein & Jesus. After all, I am the craftsman." 

The two of them debated this for some time. Their discussion was long and spirited, but ulti-
mately fruitful. Finally, they came up with a mutually acceptable compromise. A few days 

later, the new sign went up over Finkelstein's shop... 

"LORD & TAYLOR" 

Taken from http://www.emmitsburg.net/humor/archives/groaners/groaner_5.htm & http://www.ajokes.com/jokes/1868.html 
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Saint George  
by Shane George 

Books of the Old TestamentBooks of the Old TestamentBooks of the Old TestamentBooks of the Old Testament    

Anagram 
(Answers are below) 

 
raze        ___________________ 
 
hiasia      ___________________ 
 
umnha    ___________________ 
 
tivsuciel  ___________________ 
 
Keezeil    ___________________ 
 
daohiab  ___________________ 
 
sugedj    ___________________ 
 

A: Ezra, Isaiah, Nahum, Leviticus,  Ezekiel, Obadiah, Judges 

Solomon’s Solomon’s Solomon’s Solomon’s     

CornerCornerCornerCorner    

What is the meaning 

of “apostle”? 

A: Greek word that 

means “person sent”   



 

A Day at Work  
(taken from http://www.skywriting.net/inspirational/stories/a_day_at_work.html) 

 Some folks have a tendency to believe a bad day fishing is better 
than a good day at work. Then along comes a day like today. The two inch 
snow that was predicted had turned in to a six incher, and more in some of 
the drifts. And at three AM, it made for a pretty interesting trip to work. A 
half-hour later, I had the windshield cleared and backed up to the door to 
load. By five, the bread was loaded and ready to roll. 
 
 Everything went pretty well, considering the parking lots were far 
from being cleared. Everything that was taken in was either packed or 
dragged. Around seven o'clock, it started getting light. I was headed down a 
two-lane highway, going to the "country" part of the route, and just starting 
to see the beauty of the first snowfall. Just a few more stops, then I'd turn 
and head North, to the top end of the route. 
 
 Just a few miles out of town, the countryside starts changing. The 
rolling hills and valleys are considered to be the foothills of the Ozarks. With 
the snowfall fresh on the landscape, it was a quite a sight. The hilltops were 
capped with snow, and the valleys were blanked with a deep white layer, 
drifting sometimes even deeper. The trees were laden with snow, their limbs 
drooping under the weight. As I topped the highpoint, I stopped the truck 
just to look out over the landscape. The winter scene spread out before me 
like a giant painting. With the white trees, and everything covered, and the 
gray sky background, it gave everything a quiet and peaceful setting. 
 
 I was surprised to see a beam of sunshine break through the clouds, 
and shine in to the crystals of ice and snow. The light broke into thousands 
of tiny rainbows from the natural prisms. A small stream wound it's way 
down and around the hills, it's crystal water bubbling over the stones and 
gravel, and ran by close to the road. Just down and off to the right, a deer 
had stopped for a drink from the stream, and was staring, unafraid. The 
whole scene was like a moment suspended in time, not moving, just there 
to be appreciated, savored. 
 
 At that particular moment, it was easy to feel very small, almost insig-
nificant. And I realized that all of this, no matter how large or small, is Gods 
creation. And that nothing he created is insignificant or unimportant to him. 
Everything has its space and reason for being, a purpose. Everything. A 
snowflake, an ice crystal, a rainbow that dances like the laughter of a child. 
Everything . . . 
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What is the name 

of the place 

where the priest 

and deacons 

stand during  

service?  

A:  Sanctuary 

Good Good Good Good     

ShepherdShepherdShepherdShepherd    



Qurbana continued (The mass of the Catechumens)… 
After the Trisagion ends, the readings from the two deacons called 

lections are taken from the New Testament.  They are read on the chancel 
step, which is when the deacon steps down one step from the Sanctuary. 
This signifies that the Apostles were sent from heaven to spread the word of 
God.  The two lections are read on each side of the Sanctuary. This symbol-
izes the fact that they’re spreading the word of God to all places of the 
world.  Before the first lection, the hymn “bhoovilasesham daivathal praeri-
tharaya sleehan-marpoi…” is sung which means that the Apostles are sent 
from God and those who receive the Gospel shall receive heavenly gifts.  
The first lection that is read is taken from Acts of the Apostles which is writ-
ten to the entire church. The deacon addresses the congregation in the be-
ginning and at the end of the reading by saying “Habibai” meaning “My be-
loved”. 

 
Before the start of the second lection, the hymn “Paulose sleeha dha-

nian cholkatte nithevam…” is sung, which means to listen to what St. Paul is 
teaching about God and not to listen to false teachings that are taught by 
others. This is what St. Paul said in his letter to the Galatians. The Galatians 
were following what Jewish Christians were teaching about Mosiac Law. The 
Mosaic Law didn’t apply anymore after the resurrection of Christ.  The Mo-
saic Law or Law of Moses was set for people in the Old Testament to be in 
God’s good grace by following certain rules. Now we don’t need the laws be-
cause God came down and took our sins onto himself and forgave us.  In 
order for God to forgive us now, we just have to repent and confess our sins 
so that he may pardon them. At the beginning and at the end of the second 
lection, the deacon addresses the congregation by saying “Ahai” meaning 
“My bretheren”. The chapters for the second lection come from the epistles 
of St. Paul. 

 
After the end of the second lection, the people await the Gospel of 

the Lord. They prepare the way for it by singing the hymn, “Halleluiah, hal-
leluiah, stuthiyam balikaleyarpippin…” along with the sounds of bells and the 
marvahtso (fans that symbolize the presence of angels in the altar, they 
have the image of the seraphs carved onto the front of the fans). The com-
bination of the song and the sounds of bells signify that we’re welcoming 
Lord himself (represented by the priest) to read the Gospel and also that we 
are welcoming him with pure offerings. Then the thurifer (the deacon who 
swings the censer) offers incense and asks the congregation to listen to the 

Syrian Orthodox Teachings  
(taken from Queen of the Sacraments by Fr. K. Mani Rajan)  

Compiled by Jingle Thomas 
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What is faith?  

“It is being sure 

of what we hope 

for and certain 

of what we do 

not see." 

Hebrews 11:1 

In the In the In the In the     

Footsteps...Footsteps...Footsteps...Footsteps...    



Gospel. The Gospel is read only by the church head or can be read by the 
deacon of the sixth order (shamsono) on the feast of Saint Stephen.  

 
Remember that there are seven orders to a deacon; the seventh 

order of a deacon is called a priest. You know the different stages of a 
deacon by understanding the vestment they wear called the Uraroh. The 
Uraroh symbolizes the wings of the Seraphim. The priest wears the 
uraroh around the neck. The deacon of the sixth order (full deacon) 
wears the Uraroh over his left shoulder down on both sides. The deacon 
of the fifth order (youphidakino, the orator) wears the Uraroh over the 
chest from the left shoulder down to the right. The deacon of the fourth 
order (korooyo) wears the Uraroh in an X shape, across the chest.   

    
Continuing with the Gospel, it is read with lighted candles on both 

sides which symbolizes the Lord who came as our shining light. Then the 
priest greets the congregation by saying “Peace be to you all”, and makes 
the sign of the cross. It means that let all those who have peace who are 
awaiting the second coming of our Lord. And the congregation replies 
“And with thy spirit”, meaning let the peace that we have in us be in you 
also. This benediction of peace is not addressed during Passion Week.  
Instead, the priest says “Praise the Lord, let his mercy be upon us for-
ever. Amen”. After the greeting to the congregation, the priest introduces 
the chapter to be read for that day, this is always taken from one of the 
four Gospels (Mathew, Mark, Luke, and John).  Then he turns toward the 
altar and makes the sign of the cross on himself, affirming his belief that 
the Gospel to be read  are the words of the Lord and that he is present in 
the bread and wine of the Holy Eucharist that is on the altar. Then the 
priest turns to the congregation and makes the sign of the cross and 
kisses the Bible. The people reply “So we believe and confess”.  After 
reading the Gospel, the priest blesses all who heard the word of the Lord 
by saying “Peace be to you all”.  

 
The Mass of the catechumens ends with the song “Yajamanan va-

rumannera thunarvulloray than…”.  It means that whoever works hard 
for the Lord until his second coming shall receive heavenly gifts. They will 
have a holy crown and the Son shall serve them in heaven. The crown 
symbolizes our togetherness with God. It is given at baptism and then 
the baby is taken to the altar or to the front of the altar to receive the 
heavenly experience. It is said that the crown is given to us only and that 
we should hold it very dear to our hearts and not let the wicked have it. 
We are responsible to be worthy to receive the heavenly crown when we 
get to heaven. This hymn can change depending on what festival we are 
celebrating on that Sunday, but it is what we sing most of the time. 
 To be continued in the next volume…   
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What does 

“Gospel” mean?  

A: greek word     

meaning “good 

news” 



 

Seraph 

 by Paul 

Parambath 

 

Publication Board Letter 

As a part of St. Peter’s Church and as members of the S.P.Y.C youth group, we 

are glad that this publication continues to grow.  Through a lot of hard work and 

our spiritual faith we have put together a newsletter that everyone will enjoy.  We 

hope that the future editions are filled with creative works from both Sunday 

School and the youth in our church. We welcome more participation from both 

Sunday School and youth. We hope this newsletter is informative and serves as a 

closer understanding of the Syrian Orthodox faith. This newsletter can be found on 

the youth website (http://phillyspyc.googlepages.com/seraphim) 

 and also on the church website (www.Stpeter’s palli.com). We give thanks to all 

who submitted their works for the third volume of Seraphim.  

Publication Board 

Jingle Thomas 

Debbie Mathew 

Eldhose Thekkethottiyil    

Please ask us if you use any materials from this publication. E-mail: spycpublication@gmail.com  


