
 The practice of the washing 

of the feet occurs in the Gospel ac-

cording to St. John, as Jesus washes 

the feet of his 12 disciples.  Follow-

ing the custom of the time, Jesus 

and the disciples would have had 

their feet washed by a servant when 

they entered the main room, so it 

wasn’t necessary to wash them 

again for the purpose of comfort or 

cleanliness. Jesus’ foot-washing 

was not to clean their feet but to 

make a point about the importance 

of humbling oneself to give service 

to others.                                     

The actual service portrays Christ's 

washing of His disciples' feet after 

the Last Supper. It starts with the 

celebrant calling twelve priests (and 

deacons if there are not enough 

priests) representing the disciples. 

The eldest priest or the highest 

ranking deacon represents Simon 

Peter and the remaining 11 partici-

pants represent the other 11 disci-

ples with the exception of Judas 

who is replaced by Matthias.  After 

the washing has been completed the 

celebrant bishop, he is carried on 

his chair and reads the Gospel. 

Feet Washing Event Feet Washing Event Feet Washing Event Feet Washing Event by Vinu Ninan 
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“Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to 

the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with 

humility toward one another, for God opposes 

the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

-1 Peter 5:5 
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 St. Peter’s Syrian Orthodox 

Church was chosen this year by His 

Eminence Mor Titus Yeldho to hold 

this ceremony.  The participating priests 

were: Rev.Fr. Issac Paily, Rev.Fr. 

Varkey Mundackal, Rev.Fr. David 

Cheruthottil, Rev.Fr. Jose Daniel, 

Rev.Fr. Abraham Kadavil, Rev.Fr. Ku-

riakose Karukayil, Rev.Fr. Paul Param-

bath, Rev.Fr. Joy John, Rev.Fr. 

Geevarghese Chalisseril, Rev.Fr. Joy 

Kalappurackal, Rev.Fr. A.E. Abraham, 

and Rev.Fr. Chattathil. 

                                                        . 

was something on the window. Cruzado couldn’t 

believe his eyes as to what he was seeing. There 

was an image on the prayer garden window that 

bore a great resemblance to Jesus Christ. The im-

age appeared to be crying. "This was just a sign 

for me to not worry about what is going on in my 

life and that everything else is under control," 

seemed to be the window of the prayer garden. 

As he got closer to the commotion he noticed the 

chaplain of the garden was actually videotaping 

the prayer garden window. Curious as to what 

was going on, he moved even closer and finally 

saw what all the commotion was about. There 

On the morning of the incident Joel Cruzado went 

to visit the prayer garden. He had  been regularly 

visiting the prayer garden ever since his wife had 

been diagnosed with stage-3 cancer. As he was 

walking to the garden he noticed a crowd of peo-

ple at the prayer garden window. As he moved 

closer he    noticed that people had their camera 

phones out and were taking pictures of what 

Recently I came across a news article 

online and was touched. In Orlando, Florida an 

inexplicable event transpired. In the Florida 

Hospital Medical Complex, there is a prayer gar-

den which many of the patients and family 

members visit. The prayer garden is a great 

place for patients for prayer and solace. 

An Unexplained Image by Debbie Mathew 

"Thou wilt show me the path of life: in Thy presence is fullness of joy; at Thy right hand there are pleas-
ures for evermore."  -Psalm 16:11  

Feet Washing  Event at St. Peter’s Palli in Philadelphia 
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Cruzada said. "It was an enlightening experience."  Members of the crowd gathered around the mira-

cle which remained on the glass for hours. Faculty bought patients from the hospital units to witness 

the miracle. The hospital is calling it an unexplained image. Officials say that as long as the image is 

making patients feel good, that’s all that matters.  The unexplained image in a hospital prayer garden 

window moved some people to tears and drew groups of people to a hallway before vanishing.  

 

Solomon and His Wisdom by Alicia Alex 

An Unexplained Image cont...  

What is Love? by Alvin George 4th grade      

 Love is what Jesus showed us when he sacrificed his life for us on the cross. He loved us all 

and was willing to sacrifice himself to save us. Love is one of the most precious things God and Je-

sus ever showed us. Love is part of God and Jesus’ character. Love is kind (1 Corinthians 13:4). 

Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous and love does not brag and is not proud. Love is not 

rude (1 Corinthians 13:5). There is many ways to be bad. Love is something that makes you avoid 

being bad. Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are 

tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away. (1 Corinthians 13:8).  

 

 Have you ever wondered what wisdom is? Have you ever wondered how and why Solomon got 

his wisdom? In the dictionary, wisdom is defined as “an ability to understand what is right, true, or 

enduring.” People say wisdom is the knowledge that you always use in life. In Solomon’s story, it is 

different. In Solomon’s story, wisdom is the ability to understand what is right. However, in his story 

wisdom is a way to show that if you ask for little, you get a lot. 

 When Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings, that same night, the lord appeared to him in 

a dream. The Lord asked “what would you like me to give to you?” Solomon asked for wisdom. If 

“And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. 
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.” - 1 John 4:16  
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Solomon knew not to ask for anything big and be 

greedy, doesn’t that mean he had already been 

gifted with wisdom? Doesn’t that mean he already 

had the wisdom to know what is right and what is 

wrong? 

 Now let’s think about how someone gets 

wisdom. Wisdom is a valued gift in the American 

way of life and in the Christian way of life. Many 

children learn wisdom from their parents or from 

their studies. Solomon was granted wisdom by the 

Lord according to the Bible. However, that does-

n’t mean he didn’t have wisdom before. He could 

have learned wisdom from his father, David, or 

mother, Bethsheba. Solomon may have been 

granted some wisdom from the Lord but not all 

of it.  

 This brings up the question, did Solomon 

actually get wisdom from the Lord? Or did he 

have wisdom before this historic event occurred. 

I can’t answer this, perhaps nobody can. But it is 

something to think about every time you think or 

read the story of Solomon and his wisdom. 

Solomon’s Wisdom cont... 

 Will God really disapprove of us if we ig-

nore His "minor" commands? Some may reason 

obedience to certain "lesser" command and that it 

is not important. However, no law made by God 

can be dismissed as "insignificant". Note that 1 

John 5:3, the Bible makes no distinction when it 

says, "This is what the love of God means, that we 

observe His commandments." When we do our 

best to keep all of God's laws, we prove our unsel-

fish love for him as it says in Matthew 22:37.  

 If we are truly sorry for our mistakes and 

try hard to avoid repeating them, He willingly for-

gives us. But can we intentionally ignore laws, 

thinking that this will be offset by our obedience 

in others? A Bible example shows we cannot.  

 King Saul of Israel chose to obey God's 

commands selectively. When he was at war with 

the Amalekites, he was instructed that he should 

not spare their livestock. He was to "put them to 

death". Although he followed other instructions, 

Saul disobeyed and spared "the best of the flock 

and herd". Why? He and the rest of the people 

wanted it for themselves (1 Samuel 15:2-9).  

 When the prophet Samuel asked Saul 

why he had not obeyed God's command, Saul 

protested and claimed that he had obeyed. He 

listed good things he and the people had done, 

including sacrifices they had offered to God. 

Samuel asked, "Jehovah have as much delight in 

burnt sacrifices as in obeying the voice of Jeho-

vah? Look! To obey is better than a sacrifice, to 

pay attention than the fat of rams" (1 Samuel 

15:17-22). So we cannot compensate for disobe-

dience to God in certain matters by offering sac-

rifices or doing other works that are good.  

The Importance of Obedience by Merlin Susan Shajee (6th grade) 
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 Saint Peter's Youth Club was proud to host its first event of the year, Social Day on April 12, 

2008. Congratulations on an extremely successful day! A very big thank you to everyone who partici-

pated and helped make this event a success. As was publicized to all of you, the goal of Social Day 

was to express church unity amongst the youth of our church and we are proud to inform you that 48 

youth members attended Social Day This was an impressive turnout and we are proud to report that 

the goal of Social Day was achieved. Of course, this event would not have been as successful as it was 

without the help of a few special people.  

 First off, we want to thank God. 

Without His grace we would not have 

been able to hold this event. As you all 

may remember April 12th was a gor-

geous day, we thank God for giving us 

such a beautiful day to host our event. 

We thank the Reverend Jose Daniel for 

performing the opening ceremony 

prayer and speaking with the youth 

about the importance of unity and spiri-

tuality. We thank Shiryl Mathai for lead-

ing us in our afternoon prayer and for 

his words about unity.  

  

 Every event requires a lot of preparing and setting up. For this, we thank everyone who took 

time out of their busy schedules to come to the church on Friday night to help with things such as 

cleaning, arranging of furniture, shopping for supplies and many other things. These important people 

include: Abey Abraham, Boby Abraham, Jenson George, Juff George, Steven George, Jafin Isac, Ga-

byo Jose, Roy Mathen, Debbie Mathew, Donna Mathew, Justin Parambath, Toby Thampy, Neethu 

Tharu, and Eldhose Thekkethottiyil.  

For Social Day, we wanted to hold events that the youth wanted to partake in so we asked everyone to 

bring in different items such as board games, video games, sports equipment and others. Much appre-

ciation goes out to the people who brought in supplies. These individuals include: Abey Abraham, 

Boby Abraham, Christina George, Gabyo Jose, Debbie Mathew, Donna Mathew, Basil Tharu, Neethu 

Youth Social Day by Debbie Mathew 

S.P.Y.C 
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Youth Social Day cont… 

 One of the most important things every successful event requires is live entertainment, for this 

we give a standing ovation to the members of "They'll Tell You Next Year" for their outstanding en-

tertainment. A very big thank you to Justin Parambath, Toby Thampy, Basil Tharu and Eldhose Thek-

kethottiyil for giving us such a remarkable closing ceremony. 

 Last but not least, we thank all the members of Saint Peter's Youth Club! Without your help, 

support and prayers this day would not have been the success it was. Social Day was a symbol of all 

the things we can accomplish by working together towards a common goal. We look forward to host-

ing many more future events and seeing all of you there. Thank You and God Bless! 

 

 

 

 

 

be solved and there is no way out of it. Keep your 

faith strong and all things are possible by JESUS 

CHRIST! If the LORD above is not able to deliver 

us then no one will be able to! Personally, I be-

lieve there is nothing that the LORD cannot do. 

Through all the turmoil’s I have been in, the 

LORD was always there to help me out! There 

were times where I had questioned my faith. As 

wrong as it may sound, there were times where I 

was confused and not quite sure where I belonged. 

However, I prayed and asked God for his deliver-

ance and to guide me in the right path. The Lord, 

loved me so much, even when I doubted him and 

did not believe in some things he helped me and 

guided me to find myself and lessened my prob-

lems.  So to all I say, trust in the LORD, he is 

your father who loves you so much, that he died 

for you and will do anything to help you out. He 

would do anything for us than to have tears come 

down. Believe in the Lord and understand that he 

knows more than you and he would only guide 

you to what is best. 

 

 How many times do we go through life 

with challenges that life has thrown at us? Most 

of the time we may be faced with decisions that 

are hard and intimidating. We may feel as 

though, there is no hope and that our dilemma is 

as bad as it could be. There were times in my 

life where I thought that I had come to the point 

where nothing could save me from the situation 

that I had been in. However, needless to say, 

God has always pulled me right out of it. At 

times when taking exams, you may feel as 

though you are prepared and that there is no way 

one can pass it. BELIEVE that the LORD will 

be there to deliver you. He will guide you as you 

faithfully put your troubles in his hand. As the 

phrase in Proverbs 3:5-6 goes “Trust in the 

LORD with all your heart and lean not on your 

own understanding; in all your ways acknowl-

edge Him, and He will make your paths 

straight”. This alone assures us that we need not 

worry when the mighty one above is already 

working his way in helping us out. Don’t be 

misconstrued by the ideas that problems can not 

Believe by Anonymous 
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“Make me to know your ways, O LORD; each me your paths. Lead me in your truth 
and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; or you I wait all the day long.” 
                                  -Psalms 25: 4-5    

Jesus  

by Jerin Isac 

The Last Supper  

by Anitha  
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SOLOMON’S CORNERSOLOMON’S CORNERSOLOMON’S CORNERSOLOMON’S CORNER    

Riddles Source: http://www.godweb.org/bibleriddles.htm 
• Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible?  

        Samson. He brought the house down. 

• What kind of motor vehicles are in the Bible?  

        Jehovah drove Adam and Eve out of the Garden in a Fury.    

        David's Triumph was heard throughout the land. Also, probably a 

        Honda, because the apostles were all in one Accord. 

• Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible?  

        Pharaoh's daughter. She went down to the bank of the Nile and      

        drew out a little prophet. 

• Who does the Bible direct to make coffee, men or women?  

        There is a whole book about it: "He brews” 

Syrian Orthodox Teachings  
(Source: Queen of the Sacraments by Fr. K. Mani Rajan)  

In the In the In the In the     

Footsteps...Footsteps...Footsteps...Footsteps...    

What is a Censer? 

  The censer is swung by the Thurifer, a priest, or a Thirumeni. The censer is used for the 

burning of incense. However, the symbolic meaning is of purification and to beseech our Lord to 

accept our prayers. The censer is a cup used as the base and it is held up by three chains and on 

top of the bottom cup is an inverted lid that is held by another chain. The chain that holds up the 

lid end at a hook. Also there is a ring where the finger can adjust the position of the lid.  

 Bottom cup = Earth  

            Coal = sinners 

When the coal is burning, it means the purging of our sins.  

 Lid = heaven  

 Smoke = our prayers rising from the earth to heaven 

 Four chains have three bells on each of them = twelve apostles 

Altogether the fours chains have 72 links on them. 

 72 links = 72 evangelists who helped spread the Word of God in the Old Testament 

 Four Chains =  Holy Trinity. 

Two chains represent Jesus, a union of his Godly and human nature, the other two chains repre-

sent the Father, and the Holy Spirit. 
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Holy Week crossword puzzle 

 

 

P O X H O L Y S A T U R D A Y 

I R E S U R R E C T I O N V C 

T L C R S H E C Z V S D N Y X 

M A U N D Y T H U R S D A Y F 

J S T R G O O D F R I D A Y Z 

U T D R A T S I O S N V V J B 

N S R N G F T R Q U X Z X N A 

B U W K Y Y B R S W U H Q D Q 

G P M F T C E R E V S M A N U 

I P L F X V E B O K E M E H P 

E E Y U O T X U F H B G P R G 

M R K S S S B W N A Y V N N R 

T P S A P A L M S U N D A Y E 

X A E F J U D R O T H I B F F 

P W O M M P B U T I M K B Q J 

 

PALM SUNDAY 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

GOOD FRIDAY 

HOLY SATURDAY 

EASTER SUNDAY 

PASSOVER 

LAST SUPPER 

RESURRECTION 
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  Good Friday takes place during the 

Holy week. According to the Gospel, Jesus 

Christ was put to death on the Friday before 

Easter Day, so the Friday before Easter is 

known as Good Friday. Christians all over the 

world remember this sacred day as the day of 

the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, and they com-

memorate this day with fasting and prayer. 

 The anniversary of the death of Christ is 

known as Good Friday. Good Friday is cele-

brated every year in our church. This day is 

meant to remind us of the crucifixion of Jesus 

Christ and the pain and suffering he went 

through. Jesus died on the cross for the salva-

tion of humanity. The cross symbolizes the 

reconciliation between humanity and God and 

Good Friday signifies the relationship of hu-

man beings to each other. This day Jesus suf-

fered the uttermost 

pain and hu- miliation 

so we could have his 

blessing and f o rg ive -

ness.  

 Jesus took my 

sins on him- self. He 

suffered in my place 

and he died in my 

place so that I could be alive. He took my sins 

upon himself. The various events that took 

place at the time of the crucifixion; explain the 

price Jesus paid for my deliverance and eternal 

salvation. He paid them for the love for me. 

 As John 3:16 says, “God so loved the 

world that he gave his only begotten son that who 

so ever believes in him, shall not perish, but have 

everlasting life.” This verse describes exactly 

what god did for us. He gave his only Son, Jesus, 

so that there would be a way to break free from 

the bondage of sin. By accepting Jesus Christ, as 

our Savior, we can gain entrance into God’s heav-

enly kingdom and have eternal life. The death of 

Christ made us eligible to come into his presence, 

and receive his heavenly forgiveness. To receive 

this forgiveness, Jesus only asks us to pray to him 

and renew our forgiveness, as a child receives for-

giveness from his father, we should also receive 

forgiveness from our eternal Father. When you 

look to the cross, you should not only see your 

sins, but you should see the love of God toward 

us. 

Good Friday by Zack Kodiyattu (7th grade) 

"For God so loved 

the world, that he 

gave his only 

begotten Son, that 

whosoever 

believeth in him 

should not perish, 

but have  

everlasting life." 

            - John 3:16 
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 Prayer plays a  significant role in our 

daily life and in the Christian church.  Many 

people do not know the meaning of prayer and 

the impact it has on our lives.  Prayer is a form 

of communication between us and God.  It 

comes in many forms including, praising, wor-

shipping, intercession, and supplication. 

 Praying to God is the submission 

of our needs and thoughts to God and 

praising God for his blessings and his 

mercy on us.  When we pray we are 

opening ourselves to God.  It is a privi-

lege.  There is no kind of honor greater 

than talking to God, the one who cre-

ated the entire universe.  It is a privilege 

that we are invited to talk to our Father.  Prayer 

is a privilege that was purchased by the blood of 

Christ.  He died for us so that we can receive 

God’s grace and enter the throne.  If you do not 

pray, you are letting his blood be 

shed in vain. 

 We were taught to pray by 

Jesus.  After Jesus conducted the 

first Qurbana, which he conducted the day be-

fore Passover, he went to the Garden of Geth-

semane (Mount Olives) to pray to God.  He 

wanted strength to help him go through the 

events that will later happen, including his cruci-

fixion.  He wanted his apostles to stay awake 

with him.  Jesus wanted them to pray so that 

they will not enter temptation.  Jesus always 

spent his time preaching the word of God, and 

healing the sick.  Even with this he always man-

aged to pray and made it a top priority.   

In the Old Testament we can see eighty five 

prayers and seventy four Psalms that can be de-

scribed as partial or complete prayers (Genesis 

24:12-14, Exodus 5:22-23, Psalms 100:4-5 are a 

few examples).  If we consider prayer as a con-

versation between God and man then the first ex-

ample is Genesis 4:26. We can see the impor-

tance of Psalms when we explore the prayer 

in the Old Testament.  The prayers in 

Psalms are the models of that God like to 

hear.  In those prayers we can see all the 

biblical views of prayer, God’s miracles, 

guide lines to the true sinless life, the com-

mandments, wisdom, prophesy and every 

thing as we can see blood in the body.  In 

the New Testament, Jesus is teaching us about 

the real prayer.  Luke 11: 5-8; 18: 1-8, 10-14; 20: 

47; Matthew 7:7-11; 18: 21-35 are some exam-

ples.   

 Jesus, also, taught us to pray to God with 

the Lord’s Prayer.  It has many meanings.  In the 

first part of the prayer, we are praising God.  

Then we are submitting our needs, including our 

day to day food (in the time of the Israelites trav-

eling the Promised Land, God provided them 

with manna), to God. We ask for forgiveness of 

our sins.  To get forgiveness of our own sins, Je-

sus taught us to forgive others for their debts be-

fore we pray for our sins to be forgiven.  Prayer 

shall be our conversation to God in the presence 

of Holy Sprit in the name of Jesus. 

The Importance of Prayer by Anu Ninan 

Therefore I say unto you, What things soever you desire, when 

you pray, believe that you receive them, and you shall have 

them"  - Mark 11:24 



by Savannah Sabu 

 

 

ord of Lords 

 

ne and only God 
 

esurrected from the dead  

 

ied to set humankind free 

 

Attitude by Liya George 

There are two types of attitude, negative and positive. The most important decision we make in 

our lives is the attitude we choose to express each day. This is a very important choice which deter-

mines whether we succeed or fail. 

Positive attitude helps us face the daily problems of life. It brings optimism into your life, and 

makes it easier to avoid worry and negative thinking. In Proverbs 15:15 it says that “The cheerful 

heart has a continual feast.” With a positive attitude you see the bright side of life, become optimistic 

and expect the best to happen. It is certainly a state of mind that is well worth developing and 

strengthening. The key to living our lives free from negative thought is to remember who we truly are. 

For many, the transition to positive awareness requires "small steps" on a chosen path. 

 Doubt will cause us to have a negative attitude. If we begin to doubt the promises of God, we 

will become a doubled minded person.  In the math world two negatives equals a positive. That means 

that when two things go wrong in your life a positive thing will come out of that. In John 16:33 it 

says, “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall 

have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”    

Publication Board Letter 

As a part of St. Peter’s Church and as members of the S.P.Y.C youth 

group, we are glad that this publication continues to grow.  We hope 

that the future editions are filled with creative works from both Sunday 

School and the youth in our church. We welcome more participation 

from both Sunday School and youth. We hope this newsletter is infor-

mative and serves as a closer understanding of the Syrian Orthodox 

faith. This newsletter can be found on the youth website (http://

phillyspyc.googlepages.com/seraphim) 

 and also on the church website (www.Stpeter’s palli.com). The next 

publication due date is August  3, 2008. We give thanks to all who sub-

mitted their works for the fourth volume of Seraphim.   

Publication Board 

Jingle Thomas 

Debbie Mathew 

Eldhose Thekkethottiyil 

Jonathan Parambath  

Vinu Ninan    

9946 Haldeman Ave Philadelphia, PA 19115 


