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The word deacon is derived from the Greek work diakonos
(διάκονος), which means "servant" and in the Christian
Church, a deacon is believed to be a "servant of the church".
How do deacons serve the church?
In what ways a deacon serves the church varies among different denominations. In the Malankara Syrian Orthodox
faith, deacons assist the priests when they administer the
Holy Sacraments. Moreover, deacons sermonize to the congregation based on their education from the seminary they
attended. The qualities required of a deacon can be found in
1 Timothy 3:8-10: “Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy
of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. They must keep hold of the deep
truths of the faith with a clear conscience. They must first be
tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them
serve as deacons.”
Where did the role of deacons originate from?

October 17th: Philly Cares Day

The origination of this office can be traced back to the early
church in the Book of Acts when seven men were selected
to help serve the early church. One of the most prominent
deacons is Saint Stephen who was chief of the deacons and
also the first Christian martyr.

October 24th: Youth Prayer Meeting

How many levels are there in deaconhood?

November 21st: Thanksgiving Cook-Off

The Malankara Syrian Orthodox faith separates deacons
into different ranks. The different ranks among the deacons
are specifically assigned and have particular duties. There
are 5 ranks in deaconhood.

Every Sat 10am: Syriac/Malayalam class
October 3rd: Sunday School Competition
October 10th: Shiryl’s Ordination

November 22nd: Thanksgiving Meal
December 11, 12, 18, 19: Caroling
December 19th: Holiday Workshop
December 27th: 2010 SPYC Elections

1. Confessor of Faith (Maudyono) This order is given to
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Deacons (Continued) by Debbie Mathew
those who submit themselves to the service of the Holy Church. They are entrusted to the
priest to serve in the altar. Those who attain this order and submit themselves for the service of God must be humble and exemplary in Christian life. Vestments: The Maudyono
wears the clerical attire of a white robe (kuttino). Kuttino: This white robe signifies purity
which should adorn their souls.
2. Singer (Masamrono) Masamrono is the deacon who officially sings liturgical songs
for the holy service and guides the choir in the church. Vestments: The Masamrono
wear the kuttino and a cylindrical black cap (phiro). Phiro: This is a cylindrical black
cap used by deacons in liturgical as well as secular settings. It consists of seven holes
which indicate a deacon’s holes in assisting a priest or bishop in their duties to administer the Holy Sacraments.
3. Reader (Kooroyo) This deacon is the one who is given the duty of officially reciting the Psalms and reads the Holy Scriptures during the Holy
Qurbano. Vestments: Readers wear the kuttino with a stole (uroro) in the
form of a cross and a phiro. Uroro: An uroro is a vestment which distinguishes the different orders of deaconhood. It symbolizes the wings of the
Seraphim. The normal size of a uroro is 9 feet in length and 2.5-3.5 inches
in width which widens to about 5 inches at the ends.
4. Sub-deacon (Youfadyakno) This title literally means door keepers. The responsibilities of the Youfadyakno include keeping order and discipline in the
Holy Church and carrying candles during various services Vestments: The
vestments of the Sub-deacon include the kuttino with an uroro folded around
the neck and a phiro.

5. Full Deacon (Msamsono) Full deacons are permitted to officially serve in
liturgical ceremonies. They assist the priest with the needs of the priest and
have the privilege of having the power of the Holy Spirit to read the Holy
Evengelion, Promeion and Sedro, give Qurbana to the faithful and lead in
the Kuklions. Vestments: Full deacons wear a kuttino with an uroro over
the left shoulder, to represent wings and a phiro.
References: Margoneetho: Syriac Orthodox Resources
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The Cross by Steven George
“No man ever loved like
Jesus. He taught the
blind to see and the dumb
to speak. He died on the
cross to save us. He bore
our sins. And now God
says, 'Because He did, I
can forgive you.”

The Cross is the symbol of the triumph of good. It has received a
special place in the Christian faith and worship. By His sufferings on
the cross, our Lord Jesus Christ washed away all our sins, conquered the devil and opened the gate of eternal life to all mankind.
The Cross bears witness to God’s endless love for us, the sinful
mankind. But the Cross is much more than a symbol; it possesses
great spiritual power. Since Christ’s crucifixion, the cross became a
symbol of utmost sacrifice and of the Resurrection, not only of the
Lord but also of one's own in the life to come. The Church from the
very beginning declared special days for honoring the Cross of
Christ. Queen Helen, the mother of Constantine the Great, journeyed to Jerusalem and found the cross on which Jesus Christ was
crucified. Our church celebrates the remembrance of this event on
September 14th as “Sleeba Perunnal.”

The sign of the Cross is used every day in a typical Christian’s life.
All the blessings are given with the sign of the Cross. We should
make the sign of the Cross during our prayers, when we enter a
church and when we kiss sacred objects. We should also make the sign of the Cross at all important moments in our lives, in danger and in grief. It is said that Emperor Constantine saw the
sign of the cross in the sky in a vision while the war
was being fought. Constantine believed in this vision and marked the sign of cross on all weapons
and flags. As a result of this, Emperor Constantine
won the war. It is also said that martyrs carried
around crosses for sources of strength. It gave
them a great amount of confidence, and it reminded
them of what they set out to do. Some make the
sign of the Cross respectfully, with faith, while others do so carelessly and quickly. It would be better
to make the sign of the Cross less frequently than
to do so very often but carelessly. To make the sign
of the Cross properly, the thumb, index, and middle
fingers of the right hand are brought together so
that the ends of the first three fingers (the thumb, the index and middle fingers) are joined together, representing the Holy Trinity, while the remaining two fingers (the ring finger and the little
finger) are folded into the palm of the hand. In making the sign of the Cross, we start from the
forehead to chest and then touch from the left to the right shoulder. Thus, we confess that the
Almighty God came down to earth from heaven, suffered and died on the cross for our sins and
saved us from Satan. With the sign of the Cross we appeal to the redeeming death of the Son of
God on the Cross, and with this, the sign of victory, we drive out the evil thoughts and feelings
that come into our mind.
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Church in England Honors Syrian Orthodox Bishop by Ninan Varughese
H.G Dr. Mor Coorilos Geevarghese , Metropolitan of Niranam Diocese
and Patriarchal Vicar of United Kingdom has been conferred the prestigious Order of St. Mellitus and decorated with the St. Mellitus Medal
by the Bishop of London of the Anglican Church, the Right Revd & Rt.
Hon. Richard Chartres. The Order of St. Mellitus is conferred upon a
person who has made a substantial contribution to the Christian life of
London or to the building up overseas links with the Diocese of London, itself established in the Roman era. The Order of St. Mellitus was
conferred upon Dr. Coorilos in recognition of his services to Christian
Unity.
Metropolitan Dr. Geevarghese Mor Coorilos, is a bishop of the Syrian Orthodox Church and
also a renowned theologian, widely known for his works on Ecotheology. Mor Coorilos is
also serving Mor Adai Study Center as its working president, the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of World Council of Churchesas its Moderator, the Niranam diocese of
the Jacobite Syrian Christian Church as itsMetropolitan' of Malankara Syriac Orthodox
Church, the Malankara Congregations in the United Kingdom as its Patriarchal Vicar, and
the India Center for Social Change [theeram centeres], a charitable organization for mentally
challenged children and adults, as its Chairman. His Grace has attended several international consultations organized by the WCC, CCA, Pro-Oriente, WSCF, the Anglican Communion, the NCCI and other such ecumenical bodies. H.G. has been a member of the Dialogue Commission of our Church. He represents our church with honor and a great sense of
pride.

A New Start by Mrs. Kuruvilla

Which two wicked cities
were destroyed by God in
Genesis?

King David made many mistakes. He committed adultery and
ordered a man to be murdered. But when he repented and
sought forgiveness, God forgave him and gave him a new start.
The Bible compliments David, saying, "He was a man after
God's own heart." David did not focus on his faults or on the
things he had done wrong. No, he lived favor minded. It was
David who wrote, "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days on my life." He was expecting goodness and mercy,
not part of the time, but all the days of his life. "God's goodness
and kindness chases us down everywhere we go." The favor of
God can bring you out of your problems and turn you around for
good. David said, "The favor of God keeps enemies from triumphing over me." Always try to be positive and successful.

Sodom and Gomorrah
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Solomon’s Corner by Jafin Isac

Solution on Page 9

DOWN

1) Was stoned to death in
Jerusalem.
2) Thrust through in the four
members of his body with a
pine spear at Calamene, the
city of India.
3) Beheaded in Rome, during the reign of Nero, was
known as Saul.
4) Banished by Domitian to
the Isle of Patmos,and later
died in Ephesus, and died of
old age.
5) Wrote the gospel in the
Hebrew tongue, and published it at Jerusalem, and
fell asleep at Hierees, a town
of Parthia.

1) When preaching in Judea, his
head was cut off with the sword by
Herod the Tetrarch.
2) Was put to death under Nero in
Rome. Also known as “rock”.
3) Son of James that was thrown
down from the temple by the
scribes and Pharisees. Also known
as Jude
4) Preached in Phrygia, and was
crucified in Hierapolis with his head
downward in the time of Domitian.
5) Crucified with his head downward, and was buried in Allanum.
6) Was crucified, suspended on an
olive tree, at Patrae.
7) He hanged himself.

What is greater than
God, more evil than
Satan, poor people
have it, rich people
need it, if you eat it
you will die?
Nothing

ACROSS
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VBS 2009 by Debbie Mathew
ROME: PAUL AND THE UNDERGROUND CHURCH
Nero is Emperor. Paul is under house arrest. Christianity is spreading quickly. This is the
situation which was presented at this year’s annual Vacation Bible School. We were able
to immerse learners of all ages into the life and culture of ancient
Rome, allowing them to explore what it might have been like to
live, work, and worship Jesus in Rome during 60 AD.
Each day, groups gathered in their “Roman family”, wore their
family color, looked through their daily Bible lessons, and prepared for their travel through Rome. They visited Paul and his
guard, Brutus Flavius Macro, to hear Paul teach us about God’s
love and how it changed his life. For those of you who don’t
know the story, Paul used to be known as Saul, persecutor of all
things Christian. He used to hunt and punish Christians until one
day; on the road to Damascus he heard the voice of God. It was
on this fateful day that Saul had a complete change in life. In that one blinding, falling moment Saul became another man. The hunter of Christians became a follower of Christ.
And now, Paul is on house arrest but he isn’t allowing this to stop him from spreading the
good news of Jesus Christ. Each day, the students talked with Paul and explored how
they’re never separated from God’s love. Brutus was not very happy about Paul’s visitors
but by the end of VBS, even he was touched by the words of wisdom Paul had to share
about Christianity and Brutus became a new Christ-follower.
This year’s Jacobite Vacation Bible School was a great success with over 75 children attending. It was a blessing to us as a team to be able to have an effect on the lives of
these children and assisting them to grow as children of God. There are many people
whom we’d like to thank but the names are numerous, they know who they are and our
hearts are filled with gratitude toward them. We also want to thank the parents for bringing their children to VBS every day and allowing them to partake on this great adventure.
Finally we thank the children, the most important component. We thank each and every
student who participated in this year’s Vacation Bible School. Each and every one of you
were a joy and we hope and pray that you were able to attain some type of knowledge
which will help keep you closer to God and our church.
With humble gratitude,
The VBS Team.
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Ask Sangeetha by Sandra Johnson
Hey My People,
My name is Sangeetha. Welcome to the second edition of my advice column! Sometimes in these troubling, conflicting times, it’s hard to find God in our lives. Well, that’s where I come in, as your Christian connector. I will try
to answer any questions you may have related to Christianity, so that you will achieve a deeper understanding
and connection with our Lord. So, ask away! As I said before, we’re going to cover a lot of interesting topics
throughout the year. So hang tight, my Desi people!
Dear Sangeetha,
I meet a lot of people – at school, at work, and other places.If I’m asked, I’d say I have a lot of friends. If I have to narrow down and
pick a best friend, it’s a bit harder. What characteristics should I look for in a best friend? Also, many of my friends are agnostics or
atheists or some other religion. Is it okay, as a Christian, to have a friend with different religious beliefs?
Sincerely, Anonymous

Dear Anonymous,
Phew! That’s a tough one, so let’s take it part by part. First off, it’s lucky that you have such a wide circle of friends – not many can say
the same. On the flip side however, many of those people may not really be those you should consider as “true” friends. The Bible
cautions against those who are interested only in the selfish benefits derived from the friendship (Pr.14: 20, 19:4,6,7). So, sometimes
people befriend you to get something out of it – for your money, gifts, fame or other things. Jesus also indicated that even onetime
friends of his followers would turn against him and hand them over to be put to death (Lu 21:16). So, make sure you choose your
friends wisely. The Bible says that a true friend is a person who sticks closer than a brother, is constant in his loyalty and friendliness,
comes to your aid in distress, and gives counsel to you in faithfulness (Pr 18:24; 17:17; 27:6,9). True friendships set no expectations
or preconditions, and are based on love, trust, honesty, and respect. The most extraordinary example of friendship depicted in the
Bible is that of Jonathan and David’s, two boys who were supposed to be rivals, but despite all odds, became friends. Friends can
come in all shapes and sizes. And this is where we must answer part two of your question. There are two sides to this question. On
one side, Jesus Christ commanded us all to: Love one another just as He has loved you (Joh 13:34). He told us to love our enemies,
and exhibit love toward mankind in general. So is it all right to love those who are different from you? Sure. Respecting each other’s
differences is a big part of friendship. Jesus himself set the example in this regard by helping spiritually those who were looked down
upon, and for this, he was labeled “ a friend of tax collectors and sinners” (Mt 11: 19). Okay so: love, respect..(and you’re thinking
great! got it)-but here comes the other side: is it all right to be friends with those of different religious beliefs? This is possibly a shock
to you but Jesus has clearly indicated that only those obeying his commands were his real friends, those for whom he had died for
(Joh 15:12-14). Jesus accords the kind of love that goes with friendship only to those who are friends of God. And who are God’s
friends? Those who obey Christ’s commands and have faith. King Jehoshphat was asked: “Is it to the wicked that help is to be given,
and is it for those hating Jehovah that you should have love?” (2 Ch 19:2). That’s a pretty intense question- with only one answer. The
Bible also says, that persons desiring to be friends of the world make themselves enemies of God (Jas 4:4).
So, now you’re confused. What does God want? Let’s be clear: the Bible is the word of God. You can’t argue with it. What’s written
stays written. And the Bible states that God wants us to be friends with other Christians. So what about love? And those atheist or
agnostic friends you have? My advice: You can keep your friends- in relative terms, they’re probably good people. Just stay away from
their beliefs. Friendship is one thing, but don’t let them influence you when it comes to the matter of spirituality. They are still enemies
of God. And if you want to stick to the path of righteousness, you’re probably better off surrounding yourselves with more godly people. But, hey, make of it what you will.
Here’s a little Friend Evaluation Quiz to help you figure out if you’re friend is the One or is no fun:
1. Does your friend stick up for you when you are or are not around?
2. Does your friend listen to you and take you seriously when you need to talk?
3. Does your friend give you good advice, and never tell you to do anything that might harm you or others in any way?
4. Does your friend respect your decisions and never tries to force you to do something against your will?
5. Does your friend give you honest answers to your questions without sugar- coating things? And does your friend accept your honest answers?

To recap, a best friend should be loyal, honest, trustworthy, and respectful and should fulfill the Bible’s definition of a ”true“ friend. If
you can answer yes to the questions above, then you’ve found a true friend–disregarding religion or other beliefs! Hope this helped!
Sincerely, Sangeetha
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Family Night 2009 by Jingle Thomas
What a night! The awaited yearly event, earlier this year than the previous years was
eventful, as well as, colorful. St. Peter’s
Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church family has
done it again. They pulled off a night filled
with entertainment. From the young to the
old, each had displayed their unique talents
with creativity. From songs, to dances, to
skits, they have wowed their audience. The
songs ranged from personally written
Kavithas, to movie songs, to Christian
songs, and to ghazals. From beat to beat,
they danced the bharatanatyam to the remixes. The skits and comedies performed
by Youth, Sunday School, and our very own
uncles were hilarious for the kids as well as
adults. The program came to an end with
the singing of the Indian National Anthem.

Crossword Puzzle Solution

The hall never felt so alive. It was a memorable night, in between the costume changing,
rehearsals, and backstage madness, all
awaited their few minutes of fame in the limelight. Every year the talents that come forth
are unstoppable, and we find new singers and
dancers. The raw talent displayed in each program makes us feel blessed that we have the
ability to show what God gave us to everyone.
Thank you to all who provided the facility to
hold our Family Night. Thank you to the coordinators, MCs, sound and lighting coordinators
and to all the performers for putting on a great
show. Also, thank you to the audience who
gave them the encouragement to perform by
laughing, clapping and simply enjoying their
performances. Once a family, always a family
filled with surprises each year.

Joke: Sunday School Lesson
One Sunday, after church,
Mom asked her little daughter what the Sunday school
lesson was about. Her
daughter answered, "Don't
be scared, you'll get your
quilts." Needless to say,
Mom was perplexed.
Later in the day, the pastor stopped by for tea.
Mom asked him what that morning's Sunday
school lesson was about.
He said, "Be not afraid, thy Comforter is coming."

St. Peter’s Youth Club Publication

As a part of St. Peter’s Church and as members of the S.P.Y.C youth
group, we are glad that this publication continues to grow. We hope that
the future editions are filled with creative works from both Sunday
School and the youth in our church. We hope this newsletter is informative
and serves as a closer understanding of the Syrian Orthodox faith.
This newsletter can be found on the youth website,
http://phillyspyc.googlepages.com/seraphim,
and also on the church website, www.stpeterspalli.com. We give thanks
to all who submitted their work to this volume of Seraphim.

Art Work

The Cross by Thomson Thomas
The cross was used to hang criminals. Ever since Jesus was crucified
on the cross, the cross has become
holy. Therefore, the cross has become a symbol of Christianity. Jesus’
last words on the cross was a prayer
to God, asking for the forgiveness of
the people’s sins.

Board: Jingle Thomas, Debbie Mathew, Steven George, Jafin Isac, Megan George, Sandra Johnson, and Vinu Ninan
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